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Forimmediate release:
Art Gallery Resumes Annual Scholarship

(Brandon, MB - June 2026) The Art Gallery of Southwestern Manitoba (AGSM) has the
privilege of announcing the return of the Florence Madeline Perry Memorial Scholarship in
2026. The scholarship was established by Dr. W. F. Perry in 1989 in honour of his late wife, who
made many contributions to the arts throughout her life. After studying Fine Arts at Queens
University, Madeline Perry trained as a draughtsman and designer. She moved to Manitoba in
1957, remained active in the visual arts, and founded the St. James Art Club in Winnipeg. Upon
moving to Brandon in 1974, she became an active member of the arts community, attending
and teaching workshops with both the Arts West and Allied Arts Councils.

The award is intended to offer recognition and a financial award to students from Westman
who have been accepted into a fine arts program in the province. Due to fluctuations in the
market and changes in organizational structure, the scholarship has not been offered for
several years, but the AGSM says it's the right time to bring it back. Lucie Lederhendler is the
Artistic Director of the AGSM as well as a teacher of undergraduate Art History at Brandon
University. Through both roles, she says, she has witnessed incredible talent comes out of
local schools. “We're proud to be able to support an emerging artist from our region, and while
the scholarship may help their journey, we're most excited to be part of someone’s story—one
that we believe will go on to make a meaningful impact."

A preview of the application is available at agsm.ca/perry-memorial-scholarship/. Applications
will be open from July 31 — August 15, 2026, to be reviewed by a jury comprised of AGSM staff
and board members. The recipient of the $1,000 award will be announced on August 28, 2026.

The AGSM has been proudly serving Brandon and the surrounding region for 119 years.
Founded in 1907 as the Brandon Art Club, then as the Allied Arts Council, the AGSM is
Manitoba's oldest centre for visual art and one of Canada’s first. The AGSM'’s exhibitions,
classes, programs, and retail space continuously work towards the mission of leading
community engagement and transformation through contemporary art.
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Media inquiries, contact:
Aly Wowchuck, Gallery Services Coordinator
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